38.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
WHAT DOES COMPROMISE MEAN?
On January 29, Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Naidoo and Mr. Quinn addressed
a letter2 to General Smuts from the Johannesburg Gaol.
REPLY FROM GENERAL Snurs3
PRETORIA,
January 30, 1908
GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's
date addressed to the Colonial Secretary in which you tender voluntary regis-
tration of all Indians and Chinese legally resident in the Transvaal and entitled
to register. The Colonial Secretary instructs me to say that he appreciates the
wisdom of the step you have taken in response to his repeated public declarations
that if the Asiatics in the Transvaal volunteer to register in a body an opportunity
for registration should be given them. You have correctly set out the legal
position in your letter and in default of registration under the Act which is no
longer possible after the expiration of the notices the Colonial Secretary can
only accept registration in a form similar to that prescribed by the Act and
subject, as regards the regulations, to the small alterations you mention, and
lay the matter before Parliament at its next session. In the meantime the
penalties of the Act will not be enforced against those who do register, and the
Colonial Secretary accepts your assurance that you will use your influence
with your compatriots to make this registration effective and final.
/ have the honour to be, Gentlemen^
Tour obedient servant,
E. M. GORGES,
ACTING ASSISTANT COLONIAL SECRETARY
WHAT LETTERS MEAN
Both of them are political documents. It was due to the efforts
of Mr. Cartwright, editor of The Transvaal Leader [that these letters
were exchanged], Mr. Cartwright has himself suffered imprisonment
for reasons of conscience. That is why he has since remained indefatig-
able in his support of the Indian cause. He obtained special permission
1 Two items under this title dated January 18 and 25, 1908 are not by Gandhiji,
as he was in jail during the period, and these have not been reproduced in the volume.
2 For the English text of the letter, vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 40-2.
3 This is reproduced from the English section of Indian Opinion, 11-7-1908.